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Catholics may suggest priesthood candidates

By MONICA MASKE

Sunday morning churchgoers at
the 242 parishes in the Archdiocese of
ewark are going to be asked next
month to write down the names of
voung men and women they think
would make good priests and nuns.

Each person named will be phoned
by a special parish committee member
who will ask the young man or woman
for permission to send their names on
to Newark Archbishop Theodore E.
McCarrick

The archbishop then will send off
individual letters encouraging them to
consider a vocation to the priesthood or
religious hife

The overture, part of a new push
endorsed by the nation’s Catholic bish-
ops to increase the numbers of Priests,
nuns and brothers, is entitled “Called
By Name ™

The Newark Archdiocese will im-
plement the program at the beginnmng
of Vocations Awareness Week on Oct. 9
The Trenton Diocese 1s 1n the process of
planning for the program, which is ex-
pected to take place next year

The program was developed by
the Serra Club of St. Louis, a Catholic
lay organization devoted to fostering
vocations. under the original name,
I'm Waiting to be Asked.”

When first done in 25 parishes in
the Archdiocese of St. Louis, Mo., in
1984. some 200 persons were named. Of
those 25 persons accepted an invitation
to a vocations information program
and mine went on to take part in a more
extensive vocation discernment pro-
gramAccording to the 80-page Called
By Name guidebook published by the
United States Catholic Conference
1USCC) earher this year, the vocation
program “‘envisioned that the parish
commumty would recommend individu-
als whom they would like to see serve
them as a priest, brother or sister.”

“This idea,” the bishops wrote, is

not new to the church. It is rooted in
the early Christian community *

The parish priests at Sunday
Masses will explain the program to
churchgoers, ask their prayers for its
success and distribute ¢ on which
parishioners will be asked to name per-
sons with “the qualities necessary” for
cehbate rehgious life.

The Rev Edward J Griswold,
executive director of the National Con-
ference of Diocesan Vocation Directors
n Chicago, said the Called By Name
program “asks parishioners to take
some responsibility for calling forth
church leaders for the future.”

“The reason so many dioceses are
plugging into this is that it makes fos-
tering vocations a little more person-
al, " said Griswold, vocations director in
the Trenton Diocese for nine years be-
fore accepting the national post.

“There had been a sense (among
lay Catholics) that the vocation crisis
was the bishops’, priests’ or sisters’
problem.” he said.

So the church 1s turning around,
saving we should all share the responsi-
bility by asking the people in the pews
to tell us who is good, to tap some
shoulders.” Griswold said.

The Newark Archdiocese’s Called
By Name program will be explained at
a daylong conference at Felician Col-
lege in Lod1 tomorrow

Guest speaker will be Bishop Don-
ald W Wuerl of Pittsburgh, Pa., who
was invited by McCarrick.

Wuerl 1s most widely known for
his papal appointment as an auxiliary
bishop to Seattle Bishop Raymond
Hunthausen when the Seattle prelate’s
admimistration of the diocese came
under Vatican scrutiny in 1986.

From 1982 to 1985, Wuerl was
executive secretary to the papal repre-
sentative for the study of seminaries in
the [ mited States

The vocations conference is ex-
pected to draw some 600 persons—vo-
cation directors from the various dio-
ceses in the state, vocation directors at
the state s Catholic gh schools and
colleges. pastors. directors of religious
education, parish leaders and Serra
(lub members

During the afternoon session, the
Rev Donald Guenther and Sister An-
tonelle Chunka, director and associate
director respectively, of the archdio-
cese s vocations office, will explain the
(alled By Name program.

Some dioceses, including the Dio-
ceses of Buffalo and Galveston-Hous-
ton have had a resounding success with
the program, drawing a list of 150 to
200 names from parishioners’ sugges-
tions

But not all dioceses have had that
high a number of names returned. In

Man seized
in fake ID scam

Orange police have arrested an
East Orange man who was entering
residences with a bogus Public Service
Electric & Gas Co _identification card
and trying to swindle residents, police
said

Larry Wilhams of South Harrison
Street was arrested at Reynolds Ter-
race and South Center Street about ¢

m Friday after a woman whom he
Ead approached thought he looked,“sus-

icious.and alerted police, Orange Po-
ﬁce Director Charles Cobbertt said.

The bogus identification card was |
found 1n his possession He was charged
with possession of cocaine, and other
charges are pending, the director said.

Armed with the false card and a
pipe wrench, Williams would “knock on
doors and tell people they were late in
making payments and that he was
there to cut off their gas,”” Cobbertt
said He would tell the customers to
pav him cash and he would not cut off
the pas

Churchgoers will submit names
of potential clergymen and nuns

the Metuchen Diocese, which held
Called By Name a year ago this fall,
the program drew a much more modest
number of potential candidates.

The Rev Terrance Lawler, voca-
tions director in Metuchen, said “the
names we received were not many "

He said a quarter of the diocese’s
108 parishes didn’t submit any names.
The remaining parishes returned at
least two to three names. The highest
number of names from any one parish
was SiX.

“We had a taped message from
(Metuchen) Bishop (Edward T.) Hughes
played at every Mass through the dio-
cese. In that Sunday's church bulletin,
we had a card on which parishioners
were asked to write the names of young
men and women in their parish, neigh-
borhood or in school with their children
who, to them, would make good priests
and nuns,” Lawler said.

The majority of names were of

youth in elementary and high school
and in college. The college-aged men
were invited to a weekend retreat held
by the diocese every January for men
considering the priesthood.

“Three of the men we invited to
the January retreat are still seeing me
and discerning whether they have a vo-
cation,” said Lawler “In that sense,
even 1if we only had one person consid-
ering the priesthood, our program
would have been a great success.”

Lawler attributed the low re-
sponse rate to the lack of pre-publicity
for the program in the diocese

While he predicted Called By
Name could be successful with in-
creased publicity, Lawler said that for
fostering vocations, “nothing beats the
one-on-one contact of a young man with
a priest he admires or a young woman
with a nun she admires.”

The Paterson Diocese has its “own
variation™ of the program, said the

Rev. Stan Barron, vocations director.

Barron said diocesan priests are
regularly asked, “Who will replace
you,” in a bid to encourage the clergy
to pay attention to budding vocations
among the young with whom they come
in contact in their parishes.

“We started this last year,” said
Barron. “And now we have 10 candi-
dates for the Egesthood starting semi-
nary studies this fall, which will bring
to 25 the number of seminarians from
our diocese.”

What the Paterson vocation effort
has in common with Called By Name,
Barron said, is that both are based on
the principle that “sometimes people
need to have someone tell them they
might have a vocation.”

“Our approach is to encourage
priests and sisters to look to young men
and women,” said Barron.

He envisions the priests and nuns
telling a potential candidate for reli-
gious life, “You've got what it takes.”
Barron said that coming from someone
in religious life, the message will have
the strongest impact.

But, ultimately, the vocations
director said, “there is only one re-
cruiter and that’s God. He's the one who
calls people.”
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Improve scores with our proven 24 hr. course.

Build skills and reduce test anxiety.

Individualized help in math, reading, vocabulary

and test-taking skills.

EXTRA HELP AVAILABLE AT NO EXTRA CHARGE.
Fall Courses Begin Sept. 25 or Sept. 30

Call today. Limited enrollment.

994-2900 -+ 24 W. Northfield Rd. -« Livingston
292-9500 + 20 CommunityPl. * Morristown
634-6200 - 135 Green St. s Woodbridge
257-7500 + 385 CranburyRd. ¢ E. Brunswick

THE HUNTINGTON LEARNING CENTER®

© 1986, Huntington Learning Centers, Inc

DIVORCED DADS

Their Children, Second Wives & Grandparents

Did you kmow:
o After divorce, a child STILL has a right to TWO parents.
o That interf with can be died by suing the offending party for
fi ial & 1of dy and/or fine.
© That mediation teams are al to the ad 1

© That there is

forand fathers and their child

o That there are organizations such as ours that assist and exchange information to
better educate the public and those going through divorce.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS AND CHILDREN'S RIGHTS. EDUCATE YOURSELF FOR YOUR

CHILD'S SAKE.

Meseting: Thursday, September 22, 1988, 7:30 P.M.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL OR WRITE:

New Jersey Council For Children’s Rights (201) 694-9323

P.O. Box 615, Wayne, N.J. 07470 NON-PROFIT
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